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RE-€ANIMA@TOR: DAWN OF 
THE RE-G@NIMATOR #1 


How do you duplicate the feel of a one-of-a-kind 
story? 

Carefully. Very carefully. 

Stuart Gordon’s film Re-Animator, loosely based 
on the stories by H.P. Lovecraft, was a unique 
mixture of gore and black humor that struck a chord 
in a lot of fans. The Phantom’s Ultimate Video 
Guide calls Re-Animator a “loony gorefest” and “the 
best sci-fright movie of 1985.” The review in the 
latest edition of Movies On TV and Videocassette 
says “the entire final sequence is Grand Guignol 
unequalled even by (George) Romero.” 

Producer Brian Yuzna has attempted to recreate 
that response with his recent movie Bride Of The 
Re-Animator. And Adventure Comics is trying, with 
the book you’re holding. 

Dawn Of The Re-Animator is a pre-quel to the 
original movie. It’s set right after the prologue of that 
film, but before Herbert West travels from 
Switzerland to America. Over the next four issues, 
you'll be seeing a voodoo hougan (that’s right: 
voodoo. In Switzerland); helicopters and zombies; 
ski-mobiles and kinky sex. Don’t worry; it’ll make 
sense by issue four. Then again, maybe it won’t. 

I talked to a lot of people while plotting this story 
and they all contributed ideas and moral support. So 
I'd like to thank Fred Ramsey, Andrea Minasian, 
Kathy Smith, Carolyn Meredith, Eileen McNamara, 
Jeff Lang, Ken Von Gunden, Steve Shumski, Bob 
Shumski, Steve Lutrell and Maureen Pierce. I’d 
particularly like to thank my wife Joyce, who had to 
deal with both my mad scientist and zombie phases 
and Tom Mason, creative director at Malibu 
Graphics, who asked me one day if I had ever seen a 
movie called Re-Animator... 

Bill Spangler 

March 1992 
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When the first issue of Re- 
Animator: Dawn Of The Re- 
Animator came in, | quickly 
made a pile of photocopies 
(fortunately it was at a time 
when the copier(s) wasn't 
down) and sent them out to 
various Adventure fans who 
had expressed interest in the 
series. 

We've got a couple in this 
issue and a few more in the 
next issue, but if you've got 
something to say, drop us a 
line at the above address and 
give us something to put in 
issues #3 and #4. 

While some of you are 
writing your missives on this 
issue, the rest of you-with your 
broken pencils and off-line 
computers-can start reading. 


Dear Editors, 

Re-Animator: Dawn Of The 
Re-Animator #1 was a fine 
introduction to the series. | am 
a horror aficionado and a 
Lovecraft devotee (can you be 
one without the other?). 
However, this prequel is based 
more on Stuart Gordon's 
excellent and hilarious 1985 
film, rather than on the fiction 


- of.H.P. Lovecraft, circa 1921. 


Herbert West is portrayed 
as a modern day Doctor 
Frankenstein (as played by 
Colin Clive). Like the legendary 
doctor, Herbert West is 
dedicated, relentless, misunder- 
stood, and persecuted. His 
motives are essentially honor- 
able, yet his obsessions blind 
him to the horrors of his 
actions. 

He is a more multi-dimen- 
sional character than a purely 
evil, abhorrent character such 
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as Doctor Sanderson. 

| look forward to the next 
three issues, with the promised 
potpourri of voodoo, helicop- 
ters, zombies, and kinky sex. 
Sounds more like Washington, 
D.C. than Zurich. 

In memory of Howard 
Phillips Lovecraft (1890-1937), 

‘Tim Walters 

Muskogee, OK 


Thanks, Tim. Glad to hear from 
you again (Tim's been a pretty 
regular reader of Malibu's titles 
since back in the Dark Wolf 
days of '86.) Keep in touch, 

Tim and let me know what you 
think of the remaining issues in 
the series. 


Dear Re-Animator team, 

After reading a photocopy 
of the first issue of Re-Anima- 
tor: Dawn Of The Re-Animator, 
all | have to say is, I’m ex- 
tremely impressed with your 
approach to the material. | 
enjoyed the original film 
(haven't seen Bride of Re- 
Animator though, can anybody 
tell me if it's any good?), and 
reading your comic made me 
feel like | was reading the script 
to the sequel—it had the same 
elements: black humor, a light 
tinge of gore, and a story that 
just seemed to suck me inside, 
whether | wanted to go (which 
| did gladly) or not. 

Most horror films depend 
on huge amounts of gore to 
get their point across. Re- 
Animator was no exception, 
but while other flicks are 
humorless and nihilistic, Re- 
Animator’s use of gore pro- 
vided a great streak of black 
comedy. Dawn, surprisingly, 


only had one or two incidents 
of gore, but | enjoyed it—it 
seemed to foreshadow more 
mayhem to come. But, Mr. 
Spangler, please—be smart 
about it. There’s a fine line 
between comic and cruel. 

Speaking of Mr. Spangler, 
there’s a test | have for comic 
writing: if a writer makes me 
yearn to read the next issue, 
then he’s a good issue. | can’t 
wait to read the rest of the 
series, especially to see how 
Spangler develops the charac- 
ter of young Herbert West. 
Enough said. 

Then, there’s Jose 
Malaga’s artwork, which is very 
enjoyable. Malaga has a clean, 
extremely accessible style, and | 
enjoyed many of his subtle 
touches. Just one question: did 
letterer Joseph Allen work on 
Judge Dredd?—The lettering 
looks somewhat familiar. 

My basic opinion: two 
snaps up for Re-Animator: 
Dawn Of The Re-Animator. It 
sets up an interesting plot, is 
restrained in its use of gore, 
and is one heck of a read. In 
my book, that’s all that 
matters. 

Gordon Dymowski 

Chicago, IL 


Bride Of The Re-Animator 
recently made its cable debut 
not too long ago and it's also 
out of video. Check it out! 

To my knowledge (and 
Joseph's), Mr. Allen hasn't 
done any work on the Dredd- 
meister. Probably just a case of 
similar styles. 

That is it and I...am...outta 
..here! 

—Tom Mason 
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PLANET OF THE 
APES: SINS OF THE 
FATHER #1 

A shocking and 
revolutionary tie in to 
the original Planet Of 
The Apes film, Sins Of 
The Father is a must 
for everyone! The 
clues in the violent 
murder of General 
Ignatius' daughter has 
everyone convinced it 
was committed by a 
human! But then the 
Minister of Science 
points out that for a 
human to commit such 
an act it would imply 
forethought and 
intelligence—traits 
humans must not 
posess! 

Written by Mike 
Valerio and illustrated 
by Mitch Byrd, Sins Of 
The Father is a special 
edition one-shot from 
Adventure Comics that 
reveals the true 
beginning of the Apes 
saga chronicled in five 
feature films, two TV 
series and a half-dozen 
different comic book 
series. 

"Sins Of The 
Father represents a 
significant addition of 
the Planet Of The 
Apes canon" says 
Adventure publisher 
Dave Olbrich. “With 
our Planet Of The 
Apes series and mini- 
series like Urchak's 
Folly, Ape City, and 
Ape Nation, we've 
gone off in different 
directions inspired by 
the Apes films. Now, 
for the first time, we're 
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dealing directly with 
film continuity and 
adding to the legend 
itself." 

Don't miss out on 
the issue that settles 
the question behind 
the ape/human 
controversy encour- 
aged and established 
in the films! 


RE-ANIMATOR: 
DAWN OF THE 
RE-ANIMATOR #1 

A shocking and 
original prequel to the 
ghastly events of the 
first Re Animator 
movie! Set in his pre- 
Arkham days, Herbert 
West is up to his 
syringes in trouble 


with the Swiss authori- 


ties over the bizarre 
death of West's 
mentor, Dr. Hans 
Gruber. 

West, Everyone's 
favorite mad doctor 
from the Re-Animator 
films, is unable to 
convince the police in 


Zurich that he was 
trying to revive DR. 
Gruber-not murder 
him. West must flex 
his charm muscles on 
Gruber's uptight and 
jealous estranged 
daughter Elena. The 
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quest? To recover 
Gruber's body to prove 
his theories of re-anima- 
tion or face being 
discredited in the eyes of 
the scientific community. 

The trouble is 
someone has stolen 
Gruber's body. Or did it 
disappear under its own 
power? Little does West 
know that the body was 
stolen by voodoo zombies 
working for Gruber's 
childhood friend, Erich 
Metler, who is now ruler 
of a zombie village 
hidden in the Swiss Alps! 

Written by Bill 
Spangler and illustrated 
by Jose Malaga, Dawn Of 
The Re-Animator journeys 
back in time to events 
prior to the first Re- 
Animator film. 
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Retailer Of The Month: Lyn Pederson of Page 
After Page in Las Vegas, Nevada. Thanks for 


your support Lyn! 


Planet Of The Apes is ™ and ©1967 Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation. RE-ANIMATOR and RE-ANIMATOR: DAWN OF THE RE- 
ANIMATOR are trademarks of Brian Yuzna Productions. Artwork ©1992 Brian Yuzna Productions and Malibu Graphics Publishing Group. 
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PART THREE: THE GOLDEN AGE 
“With Superman...the whole super 
idea roared into the sky; book 
after book came out with 
imitations; a legend of super 
people grew to such vast extent 
that it seemed as if American kids 
were thinking of little else... The 
top of the comic book volcano 
had blown off. The books shot up 
into the air and landed on the 
newsstands by the hundreds. The 
actual figures are: in 1939-1940, 
sixty; in 1941, one hundred and 
sixty-eight. An amazing number of 
these were imitations of Super- 
man, and there were all sorts of 
other lurid people: batmen, 
hooded men, hooded girls, super 
twins, wonder women, anything 
and anybody that could shock or 
thrill. The very names of the 
books...gives the flavor of a lurid 
publishing era such as we are not 
likely to see again,” wrote 
cartoonist Coulton Waugh in his 
1947 book, The Comics. 

The success of Superman had 
taken everyone by surprise, 
including the company that 
published his adventures, and 
long dissertations continue to be 
written about what exactly he had 
that captured the hearts and 
minds of millions. All the comic 
book publishers needed to know 
was that the concept sold and 
they all rushed in to give the 
reading public what it wanted. 

Victor Fox hired the Will 
Eisner-Jerry lger studio to create 
his own super-hero, Wonder Man, 
who appeared for only one issue 
in 1939 before DC sued for 
copyright infringement and sent 
the red-suited super-human to 
oblivion. This action only slowed 
Fox down momentarily and by the 
end of 1939, he had introduced 
three new super-heroes: the 
Flame, the Green Mask and the 
Blue Beetle. They all appeared in 
Fox’s Mysterymen Comics. 

The Blue Beetle was secretly 
policeman Dan Garret, who like 
the vast majority of comic book 
heroes felt the need to hide his 
true identity when fighting crime. 
The Blue Beetle depended upon a 
gun to deal with criminals 
because he lacked super-human 
powers. Other heroes, who dared 
not come from another planet like 
Superman, turned to the wonders 
of science. 

The year 1939 saw the 
introduction of characters like 
Shock Gibson, who while 


experimenting with electrical 
forces in his mountain top 
laboratory is struck by lightning 
and became a human dynamo. 
Then there was Darrell Dane, “a 
young scientist (who) possesses 
vast powers which enable him to 
become the dynamic Doll Man,” 
a five inch high crimefighter. 
Centaur released the troubled 
Amazing Man, who was drawn by 
Bill Everett in one of his first 
attempts at super-heroes. 

Most of these exciting heroes 
have been long forgotten, or at 
best vaguely remembered by a 
handful of historians and nostalgic 
collectors. Yet, there are reasons 
why this time immediately after 
the birth of Superman has been 
labelled the “Golden Age” and 
one of those reasons was the 
creation of characters that 
became just as memorable and 
long lived as the Man of Steel. 

On of the most important 
characters was The Batman, an 
athletic Sherlock Holmes in a 
black bat costume, who like 
Superman was the creation of a 
teenager. Artist Bob Kane, along 
with writer Bill Finger, explored 
the darker aspects of being a 
crimefighter for DC Comics who 
wished to cash in on the Super- 
man craze as much as their 
competitors. Kane had primarily 
been drawing funny pictures for 
comic books when he was told 
that Siegel and Shuster were 
making eight hundred dollars a 
week doing Superman. “| took the 
Superman figure and traced over 
different costumes,” Kane recalled 
in an interview with Dennis 
Gifford. Using bits of Zorro, the 
Shadow and sketches by 
Leonardo da Vinci of a flying 
machine with bat wings, Kane 
developed millionaire playboy 
Bruce Wayne who stalked the 
night as The Batman battling 
criminals like the one who shot his 
parents. Later with artist Jerry 
Robinson, Kane would give 
Batman a kid sidekick named 
Robin which would spark a flood 


of kid partners for a number of 
heroes. . 

Perhaps even more popular 
than Superman for a time was 
Fawcett’s World’s Mightiest 
Mortal, Captain Marvel, created 
by artist C.C. Beck and writer Bill 
Parker. The Big Red Cheese, as he 
was affectionately nicknamed, 
was orphan newsboy Billy Batson 
who changed into the super- 
powered adult Captain Marvel by 
crying “Shazam!” (the acronym 
gave the young boy Solomon’s 
wisdom, Hercules’ strength, Atlas’ 
stamina, Zeus’ power, Achilles’ 
courage and Mercury’s speed.) 
Captain Marvel Adventures sold 
over a million copies every two 
weeks and soon, just like Super- 
man, there was an entire 
supporting cast of Mary Marvel, 
Captain Marvel Jr., Dr. Sivana and 
a host of unusual creations. 

The appearance of Marvel 
Comics in 1939 introduced the 
Human Torch (who was not really 
human at all but an android) and 
the Sub-Mariner. It was the 
beginning of the Marvel Comic 
empire. The Human Torch was 
the inspiration of artist Carl 
Burgos and Bill Everett was 
responsible for the underwater 
menace of Prince Namor, the Sub- 
Mariner. Marvel also established 
the concept of two “heroes” 
fighting when the two battled in 
an early issue as Sub-Mariner 
wrecked New York City. 

Other heroes clogged the 
newsstands. Heroes like the Black 
Terror, Pyroman, Blue Bolt, 
Magno the Magnetic Man, 
Skyman, the Face, Black Owl, the 
Green Lama, White Streak, the 
Flash, Hawkman, Bulletman, 
Catman, Steel Sterling, Daredevil 
and more. Psychologist William 
Moulton Marston, the inventor of 
the lie detector, would create 
Wonder Woman in 1941 with 
artist Harry G. Peter. 

In January 1940, Joe Higgins 
vowed to protect the American 
way of life in his red-white-and- 
blue costume and became the 
Shield. This type of story foreshad- 
owed the very real menace that 
super-heroes would be battling in 
a year. As a result, comic books 
would become the largest selling 
magazines in the world and their 
popularity would skyrocket to 
new heights. 


Jim Korkis is a comics historian and 
author of several books. 
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